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Introduction 

 Researchers have long established that family background factors, like socioeconomic 

status or parent involvement, are predictors of college attendance (Plank and Jordan, 2001; 

Sandefur, Meier, and Campbell, 2006). However, less studied, and the focus of this paper, is 

how parental involvement in college planning during the high school years can impact students’ 

later drop out behavior from four-year college, emphasizing how the timing of drop out 

matters. Thus, in this study, I use event history models, which are commonly used in Sociology, 

but less often applied to the study of educational decisions, despite the fact that they could 

provide new information on the timing aspect of students’ drop out during the college years. 

Failing to account for the temporal nature of this decision can lead to analytical problems and 

bias, since key variables, like parental involvement, could have different effects over time. 

Using this type of model to study student drop out can also better take into account the timing 

of when students are most likely to drop out (DesJardins et al., 1998; Ishitani and Snider, 2006; 

Radcliffe et al., 2006).   

There are many theoretical reasons why parental involvement should matter for drop 

out behavior. First, students whose parents were more involved in the years prior to college 

may benefit by being more prepared for college, both in terms of their academic achievement, 

which is a fact many researchers have documented, and also in terms of their understanding of 



 

 2 

what the college experience would be like. Second, students whose parents were more 

involved may be set up better to finance their college education, either because their parents 

saved for their college education or helped them access key resources to finance their 

education through loans and scholarships (Grodsky and Jones, 2006). Third, students whose 

parents were involved in the college planning process may be able to choose a school that is a 

good fit for them, by doing research on their options prior to choosing a school (Hossler and 

Gallagher, 1987). Finally, students whose parents were involved may be more dedicated to 

their college education as a result of being surrounded by college expectations early on and 

developing a college-going mindset, or because they could fear disappointing their parents by 

dropping out.  

Methods 

 To adequately study this research question, I use data from the restricted version of the 

Education Longitudinal Study (ELS), which contains both student- and parent-level data useful 

to study parental involvement and college outcomes over time. ELS is a nationally 

representative, longitudinal study of 10th grade students in the United States, starting in 2002, 

and ending in 2012, about 8 years after students’ expected high school graduate. My analytic 

sample includes only students who entered four-year colleges when they first started post-

secondary schooling. Further, I used multiple imputation on the independent variables to 

account for missing data.   

The key dependent variable for this study is whether students dropped out of a four-

year college at least one time, which I created using a series of dichotomous variables from the 

student transcript data in 2012, which shows whether students were enrolled in a four-year 
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college during each month following high school. I only consider students’ first drop out in this 

study, and do not analyze students who dropped out and then went back to a four-year college 

after. The key independent variables in this study include three time-independent parental 

involvement measures from when students were in 12th grade, including parental expectations 

for college attendance, a scale measuring parent-child discussion of college planning, and the 

amount of money parents had saved for their child’s college education. 

To most adequately answer this research question, I will use discrete-time logit models, 

using time-independent covariates of parental involvement during the high school years. I also 

will include a time-dependent covariate of the number of years to dropout. I am only able to 

consider students’ drop out within the first four years of them starting college, because to look 

at a longer time period would be difficult given that many students would start to graduate, 

and would thus be leaving for a reason other than dropout, which is not easy to take into 

account with event history models. I will produce nested models including different 

combinations of the independent variables and different interaction effects. I will start by 

looking at the results of proportional odds models, and then gradually add in the interaction 

effects to look at the non proportional odds models.  

Expected Results  

 It is expected that parental involvement in college planning during the high school years 

would influence influence the likelihood of drop out from a four-year college, and my 

preliminary results confirm that this is the case as shown in the table included below. Ongoing 

analysis will likely confirm this and I will work to tease out why there is a spike in the third year.  
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